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AN 85 m the P roceedings of 
of De GOVERNORS of the LOCK HO- 
SPITAL, near Hyde-Park-Corner. 


" — — 
— 5 
5 — 


ST. JOHN, Chap. vii. y. 7. 
i And Jeſus ſaid unto them, He that is without Sin 
F | among you, let him firſt caſt a Stone at her. 

4 


By Order of the Gexen ar, Coun, held Tueſday March 
e „% 8703--= e 


- 


Wh ED NYE HE Governors of this Charity having 


J ©) Fe adjuſted their Accounts from the firſt. 
ed Inſtitution, Fuly 4th, 1746, to the 


F sth of March, 1763, think it in- 
== = cumbent on them to publiſh an Ab- i. 
ſtract thereof, together with a ſhort HT 
245 State of their Proceedings, that the Wa. ; 
Contributors may be fatisfied of the . - wa 
proper Application of their reſpective 
5 r 5 
The Utility of Public Hoſpitals, is of late Years too well Ty, ban. 
underſtood, to need any Recital of the Benefits that attend ze of pu 
them. It is certain the Poor are thereby aſſiſted with Advice, H#/p::as. 
Medicine, and every Neceflary to reſtore them to Health; all 
which can no Way be fo well obtained out of an Hoſpital, 
_ tho' every Individual ſhould contribute their utmoſt Aſſiſtance. 

Perſons labouring under the Venereal Diſeaſe are more de- Reaſen for e- 
ſtitute of Relief than any other Objects of Public Charity, recbing an Ho- 
tho” at the ſame Time their Diſorder admits of Relief more pit for the 
frequently than moſt others. The County Hoſpitals exclude Cure of Vene- 
them from their Charity, and the Aſſiſtance they apply for 7*«/ Patients. 

in the Country, is often uncertain, and ſometimes fatal. 
This obliges Numbers to reſort hither in hopes of Cure. But 
the Opportunities are ſo few, that only a ſmall Part of the 
many miſerable Objects which arrive here daily can receive 
any Aſſiſtance, F 5 iS» 
e 5 Indeed 


(2] 

Indeed the Governors of the ſeveral Hoſpitals in the City 
of London, out ot their prudent Compaſſion, thought it ne- 
ceifary long ſince to make ſome Proviſion for their Cure; 
but many are retuſed tor want of Room, and ſome of the 


moſt milerable ( incapable of laying down the uſual Depoſit 


«s a Security for their Burial in caje of Death, and other Fees 
aud Contingencies) are not relieved, whence many are ren- 


dei cd incurable, and unavoidably periſh, 


Ohiefions to 
ths Charity, 
and Anſers 
to them. 


_ diſeaſed Parents, ſuckling Children born with the Diſeaſe, or 


I no' the Neceſſity of a Charity of this Nature is obvious to 
many, yet ſome have apprehended it may prove an Encou- 


rageiuent to Vice; it is therefore neceſlary to remove Prejudi- 


ces of this Kind. Fir/t, We are to conſider, that many poor 


Creatures, labouring under this Diſeaſe, are in themſelves no 
ways culpable, as it may have been occaſioned by bad Huſbands, 


Children that have imbibed it from their Nurſes. 


But ſtill the Scrupulous object to thoſe who voluntarily 
draw this Miſery on themſelves, as improper Objecs.—In fact, 


\ -. theſe are ſome of the greateſt, as they are, generally ſpeaking, 


_ tempt made to convince them of their Guilt and Danger, and 
not give them another Opportunity of reforming their Lives? 


deſtitute of Friends, and conſequently abandoned to Vice and 
Diſeaſes. Should theſe then be left to rot alive, and under a 


kind of Neceſſity to communicate Contagion in order to ſup- 
port Life ? Shall we ſuffer them to periſh, without any At- 


Every good Chriſtian will anſwer, No: It is our Part to re- 


lieve the Diſtreſſed, theirs to amend their Lives. : 


It may poſſibly be ſaid, that many would be reſtrained from 


contracting this Diſtemper, had they no Expectation of a Cure 


from a Charity of this Nature. This Objection has little 


| 


Weight, becauſe no Perſon that thought duly of Conſequences, 
would ever tranſgreſs in this Way, for, the Cure of ſuch as are 


admitted into this Hoſpital; is not effected without much Pain 
and Hazard, as many of their Fellow-Sufferers can teſtify. 

Tho' various other Reaſons might be urged in Behalf of this 
Charity, yet theſe were ſufficient to induce ſeveral Noblemen, 


Gentlemen, and others, to erect an Hoſpital in the City of 


We/tminſter, for the Cure of Venereal Patients; to which Act 
of Generoſity and Compaſſion they were the more ſtrongly 


inclined, becauſe, the public /nfirmary there, entirely excludes 
ſuch Objects, and very few of them are admitted into Sz. 


George's Hoſpital. 


Ihe following Preamble was drawn up and ſubſcribed by 


' ſeveral Nobiemen, Gentlemen, &c. 


* 8 « In 


Woo of 
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_ prevailed on to attend in their ſeveral Stations gratis. 


land, kindly officiates as Chaplain, without Fee or Reward ; he 


[ 3] 


© In Conſideration of the Benefits propoſed to our Fellow- 7;, Pane. 
c Creatures, WE, whoſe Names are under-written, do 
<< ſubſcribe the following Sums of Money, to be by us 
paid yearly, during Pleaſure, for the furniſhing and 
„ defraying the neceſſary Expences of the Lock 
nos PIT AT, near Hyde- Park-Corner.” 


Several of the Nobility, Gentry, and others, having ſigned 7, tutien. 
the Subſcription-Roll, a general Meeting was propoſed, which — 
was held on Friday, Fuly the 4th, 1746, when they formed 


themſelves into a Society, and hired the great Houſe in 
the Road leading from St. George's Hoſpital to the King's pri- 
vate Road to Chelſea, &c. Which Situation is extremely com 
modious on all Accounts. They then received Propoſals from 
| ſeveral Builders, and contracted for the fitting up of Wards, 


Offices, c. for the proper Reception and Accommodation of 


Patients; which being compleated, Patients were admitted on 
Saturday, January aſt, 1746-7. 


The following Gentlemen, who are all Governors, were 


The Phyſician is Dr. Noah Thomas, Phyſician Extraordinary Names ef t. 


to His MajesTyY. [The Surgeons are, William Bromfeild, Phyſician, 
Eſq; Surgeon to her ROYAL HiGHNEss the Princeſs Surgeons, &c. 


Dowager of Wales, and to St. George's Hoſpital; and Mr. 


Thomas Williams. The Viſiting Apothecaries are, ohn Gotuland, 
Eq; Apothecary to His Majeſty, and to the Princeſs Dowager 


of Wales; Mr. James Bromfeild, Mr, George Weſt, and Mr. 


William Watton. 


One of the Governors, a Clergyman of the Church of Eng Chaplain. 
conſtantly reads Prayers and preaches three (and if his other 
Bufineſs will permit four) times every Week to the Officers, 
Servants and Patients ; he takes care likewiſe to viſit the Sick, 
and perform other religious Offices as their Caſes require. | 

It is with the utmoſt Pleaſure we can aſſure the Public in ge- Car, of. 
neral, and the Contributors to this Charity in particular, that 5% of the Pa- 


this Attention of the Governors to the eternal Welfare of the tients. 
poor miſerable Creatures admitted into this Hoſpital (who in 
general are the moſt ignorant and abandoned of all mankind) 

has met with the moſt happy Succeſs* Many of them, utterly 


void of the very Rudiments of Chriſtian Education when ad- 
mitted, have been brought to a Senſe of rational and practi- 


cal Religion during their Reſidence in the Hoſpital ; others, 


A 2 who 


14 
who had rioted out their Health by continual Vices, have 
been ſoftened into ſuch a State of Penitence and Reformation, 
that there is great Reaſon to hope that the remaining Part of the 
Lives of thoſe unhappy People may be of Service to their Coun- 
try, and Comfort to themſelves. N.B. Several have 


been ſent to the Magdalen Honſe, the Governors of that Charity 
having always ſtewn the greateſt Attention to any Recommen- 


dations from the Governors of this Hoſpital, by immediately ad- 


mitting the Patients whom they thought proper Objects; the 


Governors of this Charity have likewiſe co-operated with the 
Governors of the Magdalen-Houſe, by conſtantly accepting the 
diſeaſed Women who had offered themſelves to their Board for 
Admiſſion; by this means, we hope, every poſſible Objection 

| do this Charity will now be remove. | : 
Qualification Every Gentleman ſubſcribing 5 J. a year, or upwards, ſhall 


/ a Gawerncr be a Governor of this Hoſpital ; and whoever gives a Bene- 


faction of 50/7. at one time, a Governor for Life. 


Any Governor, who ſhall be more than two Years in Ar- 


rear, ſhall not have any Power or Privilege as a Governor, 
till he has paid his Arrears. 5 


The weekly A Committee of the Governors do meet every Thurſday 
Committee. at Eleven in the Forenoon, to admit and diſcharge Patients, 
aajuſt the weekly Accounts, receive the Reports of the Viſi- 


tors, and examine the Affairs of the Houſe. 5 


Viſior.. I o of the Contributors are appointed weekly by the Com- 


mittee, to examine into the Behaviour of the Patients and 


Nurſes, who make their Report to the next weekly Board. 
The Governors are deſired to take notice. 5 8 | 


Manner of I. That every Patient to be admitted, muſt bring a Re- 


admitting Pa- commendation in Writing, ſigned by a Governor, or one of 


Meats. the weekly Committee, in the following Form : 
Firm of the To the Governors of the Lock HOSPITAL. 
| Recommenda- | | | 


GENTLEMEN, 


: I ere you will admit into your Hoſpital the Bearer 
FT of the Pariſb DE, 


(ifh Caſe intitlsh ta the Charity) being well aſſured 


i5 @ proper Object; and am = 
 _ Your humble Servant, 


Time of dcli- Il. That all Recommendations for the Admiſſion of Patients 


weriag it. are received every Thur/dzy Morning till Eleven o' Clock. 
Relating tobe III. Every Patient is obliged to ſubmit to the Rules and 
Pebaviur of Orders of the Houſe, or be diſcharged for Irregularity. _ 


we Pati ls. 


5 


( 5] 


IV. Any Patient diſcharged for Irregularity cannot be received Newer admir- 
into the Houſe again, on any Recommendation whatſoever. #24 again, if. 
V. That every Governor may have one Patient in the *{h2rged for 
Houſe at a time, and that a Preference be always given to thoſe Irreguiarity. 
who ſubſcribe the largeſt Sums, ſo far as the Cale of the Patient 
will admit. | 


VI. That if any Nurſe, or other Perſon whoſoever belong- Regalien of 


ing to this Hoſpital, do preſume to take any Reward whatſo- zbe N ad. 


ever from any Patient, either at their Admiſſion, Continuance Servants, 
in the Houſe, or Diſcharge out of it; the Perſon ſo offending 
will be expelled by Order of the next weekly Board. | 

VII. That there is not any Security, at the Admiſſion of Security ner 
Patients, required for their Burial ; but when any Patient dies required fur 


in the Hoſpital, he, or ſhe, ſhall be buried at the Expence of Burial. 


the Society, unleſs it be otherwiſe defired by the Friends of 
the Deceaſed. 5 | | DN 

All Perſons who ſhall be diſpoſed to contribute to the Sup- 
port of this Hoſpital by their Laſt Will and Teſtament, are 


| defired to do it in the following Manner: | 
I TEM, I give and bequeath unto A. B. and C. D. theThe Fim for 


Sum of upon Truſt, and to the Intent that Legacies to the- 


they, or one of them, do pay the ſame to the Treaſurer or Trea- Hoſpital. 
ſurers for the Time being, of a Society who now call themſelves, The 
Governors of the Lock HosriTaAL near Hyde-Par Corner ; 


which ſaid Sum / I will and deſire may be paid 


out of my perſonal Eflate, and apt liel towards carrying on the cha- 


ritable Deſigns of the ſaid Society. 


The Contributors are deſired to ſend in their Subſcriptions 
to the Treaſurer, at the weekly Board held every Thurſday 
Morning in the Hoſpital ; and, in order to ſupply the current 


| Expence of the Charity, the Subſcribers are requeſted to pay 


their annual Subſcriptions in Advance. 


N. B. There is 4 Poor's Box in the public Hall, for the Re. 
wo ſmall Sums, or Hom ſuch as are not wilung to have 
their Names inſerted in the Liſt of Subſcribers. 7 


Five Guineas per Annum. 


®*Grorce Duke of Mancheſter, 
Joux Marquis of Granby, 


* William Earl of Dartmouth, 
JohN Lord Monſon, 
* Lord BRownLoOow BERTIE, 


” 
* T OHN Earl of Aſhburnham 
* Hon. Andrew Archer 

Sir Anthony Thomas Abdy, Bart. 

-® James Pettit Andrews, Eſq, 

B. 


1 John Duke of Bedford : 
John Earl of Buckinghamſhire 
Frederick Lord Viſcount Boling- 
— 
Frederick Lord Baltimore 
v * William Wildman LA. Vi iſ. Bar- 
rington =» 


* ANTHONY Earl of Sbaftelbuy, 1 
* WIILIIAu-HENRY Earl of Rochford, 


Sir RicHaRD LYTTELTON, Kut. of tbe Bath,” J 


Mr. Thomas Bilcliffe 


61 


ALIST of the GoveRNoRs and ConTrIBUTORS to 


the Locl-He g pital, near Hyde- Park- Corner. 


N. B. Theſe marked thus * are GovernoRs by their Annual 
Subſcriptions ; and thoſe marked + are elected on the Weekly 
Committee out of the CONTRIBUTORS who * leſs than Dy 


razer IN r, Duke of * Great Chamberlain of Englond 
Perpetual Preſident. 


8 .-; 


2 Vice-Preſidents. 


* MIcHarL ApoLeavs Eſq; Treaſurer. 
The Rev. Mr. Mapan, Chaplain. 


* Sir Walter Blackett, Bart. 
* Levet Blackborne, Eq; 


William Bromfeild, Ei; Surgeon 


to the Princeſs of Wales 


John Butler, Eſq; 
“ John Beard, E/: 


* Mr. Chriſtopher Blanchard 
* Mr. John Bradley 

* Mr. James Bromfeild 
* Mr. Edward Chapman Bird 


Edmund Bochm, E 


James Butler, E/; 


24. 
* 
. 
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William Earl Cowper 


* James Earl of Clanbrazil 


Hon. Major-General Cornwallis 
Hon. William- Richard nn 


* John Campbell, E; 


* Pryle Ci pbell, E/; 
*Godtrey Clark, Eq; 
William Cowper, Ei; 
Samuel Cox, EV; 

* John Cox, Eſq, © 
* John, Chace, jun Eſq, 


* Mr. James Cox 


Mr. Richard Curzon 
Mr. William Cobbet 


D. 


« Sir Edward Dering, Bart. 
* Henry Dawkins, E. 


* Peter Delme, /i; 


John Delme, EV; 


Stephen Dillon, 255 


Colonel Draper 


* John Drummond, E/q; 


Henry Drummond, E %; 


* Robert Drummond, &/q; 


_ *® Ambroſe Dickins, Eg: 


Mr. Joſeph Dixon 


William Elliot, E; 
Mr. Alexius Ellcock 


V 
* Robert Lord Farnham 


* Richard Fitzgerald, E/%; 


* Samuel Foote, E/q; 
John Fane, E/; 


— Henry Fane, 2505 


* Granville Ear] 123 


* Richard Lord Groſvenor 


. 


* Hon. John Grey 

* Hon. James Grenville 

* David Garrick, Eq; 

* John Gowland, Ejq; Apothecary 
150 His Majeſty 

* Anthony Gyfford, E. 


0 Mr. Giardini 


H. 


* Hon. Robert Herbert 
Sir Charles Hotham, Bart. 
Henry Hoare, E;, 
De Hon. George Hobart 


* Frazer Hony wood, E/q; 
Richard Hill, Eq; 
＋ The Rev. Mr. Haweis 

+ Mr. Stephen Hoare 


Jonas Hanway, E; 5 
Cæſar Hawkins, Eſq, Serjeant-Sur- 


geon to His Majeſty 


Mr. Robert Haſwhitte 


* N. Thomas jones 


K. 


* Even Dake of Kingſton 


* Lucy Knightley, Eg; 
* Mr. Robert Kingſton 
Mr. Join Keeble 
James Lacy, Eſq, 


Charles Lewis, E/q; 


William Leybourne, E/A; 
Mr. Thomas Lynch 
M. 


© George Duke of Marlborough 


* George Earl of Macclesfield 


* Charles-Henry Earl of Mountrath 


* Lord George Manners 


9 George Medley, EG, 


r roo—_ 
. wr 
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0 Roger Metcalfe, E/7; 
* Charles Morris, E/q; 
* Edward Morant, %; 
Alexander M<Carthy, E/q, 
Mr. Felix Macdonagh, Surgeon 
Mr. William Merrick _ 
Mr. Thomas Milton 
N 

Charles Earl ef Northampton 
* Hugh Earl of Northumberland 
Robert Nettleton, E; 
John Nightingale, &/7; 

9 


George Earl of Orford 
” John okey, 145 5 


* Henry Earl of * Pembroke 
* Charles Earl of Peterborow 
* Other Lewis Earl of Plimouth 
* Sir William Beauchamp Proctor, 
Bart. and Knight of the Bath 
* Thomas Panton, E,, 
* Mr. Charles Pearce 
+ Mr. William Perritt 
Mr. John Phillips 
Mr. Leonard Phillips. 


* Robert Quarme, E.; 
R 


* Charles Duke of Richmond 
* Charles Marguis of Rockingham 
* Licutenant-General Rich 
* John Rooke, £/q; 
* Mir, Thomas Rawſtorne 
Mr. James Rowles 

Mr. Edmund Ruſh 

. . 
John Lord Viſcount Spencer 


* Lewis Lord Sondes 
* Nathaniel Lord Scarſdale 
* Edward Southwell, E/q; 


William Spinnage, E/q; 


* Mr. James Spilſbury 


Mr. Thomas Steele, Surgeon- Ope- 


rator for the Teeth 


I Mr. Benjamin Smith 
Mr. Alexander Scholar 


Mr. John Snow 
5 Pp 
Richard Zart Temple 


© Richard Earl Tylncy 


* Fon. Mojor- General Townſhend 


John Thornton, E/q 
* ſohn Tilſon, Eſq; 
Noah Thomas, N. D. 


V. 


* Florentius Vaſlall, Eb 
W 


* James Earl of Waldegrave 
* Hon. Major-General Waldegrave 
Hon. John Ward © 

Colonel George Wade 

John Walſh, E;, 

Abel Walter, E/q; 


* Edward Walter, E.; 


.* Thomas Wentworth, Eſq; 


* James Wright, Eq 
* Mr. Thomas Williams, Surgeon 


I Mr. William Wootton 
Mr. George Weſt; Apothecary 
Saunders Welch, E/; 
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Luxz x. 29. 
But he willing 10 2 ify Bi 1 7 ſaid unto 


Jeſus, And who is my neighbour 2 


w 


ERE we to take our ideas of the goſpel 
from the notions ſome have entertained 


new remedial law, which is to mitigate the ſeverity 
of the Ten Commandments; and as theſe are fo 
very ſtrict as to be impoſſible to be kept, therefore 
their perfection is no longer binding upon the con- 
ſciences of men, but ſomething called fincerity is to 


of it, we ſhould eſteem it as a kind of 


be regarded in its ſtead, as the ſufficient rule and 


meaſure of our obedience. | 

This view, many, too many, have had of the 
goſpel : but it is as abſurd, as if we were to be told, 
that the law held forth a Gop ſo juſt and holy, that 
none could ſerve him as they ought ; therefore the 
goſpel is to introduce the worſhip of Another, who 
by having leſs abhorrence of ſin, and leſs hatred to 
iniquity, will diſpenſe, 1 in a meaſure at leaſt, with 


both. 


But ſo far fri there being the leaſt ſhadow of 
truth in theſe moſt diſhonourable notions of the 
bleſſed Gop, ſo far from the law's being made leſs 
ſtrict and holy, or the ſalvation of our ſouls more 

B poſſible 
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poſſible upon the terms of the law, than it was 
before, we find it one grand end and deſign of our 
Lord's miniſtry, to open its ſpirituality, to explain 
its purity, as well as by his obedience unto death, to 
reſtore and vindicate its honour. 

If we conſider his divine diſcourſe upon the 
mount, we ſhall ſee a moſt evident proof of what I * 
am now ſaying ; there we ſhall find Him, hat ſpate 
as never man ſpake, opening and applying the law 
in its divine fulneſs, and moſt extenſive holineſs ; 
at the ſame time entering his caveat againſt the 
opinion I have mentioned, in the moſt expreſs 
terms: think not, faith the bleſſed Jesus, that I am 
come to deſtroy the law, Tam not come to deſtroy but to 

_ Fufil, Mat. v. 17. The ſame ſentiment i as expreſsly 

delivered by St. Paul. Rom. iii. 31. Do we then 
mate void the law through faith ? God I's * We 
eſtabliſh the law. 

The chapter from which the text is taken affords 
us another plain proof of our Lok p's jealouſy for 


the law. The ſcribes, who were the expounders of 


it to the people, had made it partly void by their 
traditions, and had ſo obſcured its meaning by their 
ſtrange gloſſes and falſe interpretations, that little 
more of it was left amongſt them than the bare 
outward letter: an obedience to this was deemed 
ſufficient, while the whole ſpirit and meaning of its 
more refined and inward part lay totally neglected by. 
This dim and obſcure view of the law of Gon 
was at the bottom of their enmity againſt CurisT ; 
they thought themſelves whole, therefore that they 

needed 
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needed not ſuch a phyſician as he proclaimed himſelf 

to be; and from this root of ignorance and ſelf- 
_ righteouſneſs, ſprang their bitterneſs againſt our com- 
paſſionate Lord for receiving the publicans and 
| harlots, and being ſeen even fitting at table with 
them : but had they known the ſpirituality of the 
law, they would have felt the ſame need of a Saviour 
that others did, whoſe conſciences being alarmed 
and awakened by it, had brought them to CurisT, 
having nothing to plead, but their own ' guilt and 
| miſery, and his all-ſufficient mercy. 

We find that one of theſe ſcribes 1 ta | 
came to our LoRD, and aſked him a queſtion, and 


that a moſt important one, ver. 25. What ſhall I vo 


to inherit eternal life ? Our Lord refers him to the 
law: would he be ſaved by his doings, that was the 
only directory to ſhew him what his doings mult be: 
- No man can be ſaved by the law that has not kept it, 
therefore he is reminded of the condition annexed to 
ſalvation by the law, v. 28. this do and thou Halt 
live: our Loxp does not ſay, © this ſevere law is 
now to be repealed, and an eaſier way of being 

ſaved by our doings eſtabliſhed in its room, conſiſting 
not in a perfect, but fincere obedience to the com- 

mandment of the law; no, this do, and thou ſhalt 
live: the Lawgiver is the fame, the law is the fame, 
therefore the ſame obedience muſt be ever due. 
Wo be to that ſoul therefore, who, not ſubmitting 
to the righteouſneſs of the Lord CHRIST, ſhall dare 


to > poo his own obedience, for juſtification in the 
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Upon this the lawyer aſks our Lord the queſtion 
in the text, not with any deſign of inſtruction, but 
with a proud intention of declaring his own goodneſs 


and deſert, and ſuppoſed obedience to the law, in the 


preſence of the hearers, as well as to lay a ſnare for 


our bleſſed Maſter in reſpect of what he might think 
Proper to deliver as his ſenſe of the commandment 


in queſtion, Thou ſhall love thy neighbour as thyſelf. 


To ſhew what was the corrupt notion of the 
Jewiſh teachers in this matter, Dr. Lightfoot quotes 


their own words to this purpoſe, ©** Where, he faith, 
thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf ; he excepts 


all Gentiles, for they are not our neighbours, but 


thoſe only who are of our own Nation and Religion: 
they would not put an Iſraelite to death for killing a 


_ Gentile, for he was not his neighbour ; indeed they 
ſay, they ought not to kill a Gentile, that they were 


not at war with, but if they ſaw a Gentile in danger 


of death, they thought themſelves under no obliga- 


oation to help to ſave his life. Such wicked inferences 


did they draw from that holy covenant of peculiarity, 


which Gop had diſtinguiſhed them by, and by 
abuſing it thus they had forfeited it: Go p juſtly took 


the forfeiture, and transferred covenant favours to 


the gentile world, to whom they brutiſhly denied 


common favours.” Vide Henry in Loc. 


I mention this, in order to throw a light upon the 
meaning of the lawyer's queſtion, ig my neighbour ? 
that you may ſee what wretched notions even the 


teachers among the Jews had of the divine law, 


and the probability of what I but now obſerved, 
that 
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that this poor ſelf-juſticiary thought his obſervance 
of it would redound much to his praiſe when the 
queſtion ſhould be anſwered : or if our Loxp directly 
faid any thing againſt the received interpretation of 
the word neighbour as it ſtood in the law, he might 
| have whereof to accuſe him to the chief prieſts and 
elders of the people, his moſt avowed and bitter 
enemies; for v. 25. ſays, a certain lawyer ſtood up 
ond tempted him, which expreſſion denotes the ma- 
licious view with which the queſtion was aſked; 
but our Saviour diſappoints his pride, and avoids his 
malice, attacks his conſcience, and overthrows his 
preſumption, by ſpeaking that moſt beautifu and 
pertinent parable of the good Samaritan, which we 
find recorded for our inſtruction and —ꝗ— in the 
verſes following the text. 

It is not my purpoſe at preſent to enter into a par- 
ticular conſideration of it; I ſhall only obſerve, that 
by this parable, our Lord gave the lawyer to un- 
derſtand, that the law of Gop had a meaning far 
more extenſive than he apprehended, or he never 
had aſked <vho is my neighbour, with the thought of 
juſtifying himſelf, as having fulfilled the command- 
ment which enjoyned the loving him as himſelf. By 
this parable he is taught the moſt diſintereſted bene- 
volence to all that ſtood in need of his relief or 
aſſiſtance, without any conſideration of party or na- 
tional connection: an interpretation this, as far beyond 
what the blind Scribes and Phariſees conceived of it, 
as the heaven is higher than the earth, 


But 


133 
But were the Scribes and Phariſees of old time the 
only people who looked on the law of love, as it 
were, on the outſide only? were they the only people 
who thought themſelves, as touching the law, blame 
leſs, becauſe they did not tranſgreſs the letter of it 
by outward, flagrant enormities? Alas, I fear not; 
ſcripture and daily experience ſhew us, that the 
fooliſh heart of man is darkened * ; yea, blinded by 
pride and ſelf-love, to the breadth of the command- 
ment , which reacheth to the very thoughts of the 

_ heart : this parable therefore ſtands upon record, 
to inſtruct us all concerning the nature and extent 
of the divine law, which faith, T7 bou Halt love thy 
neighbour as thyſelf. = 
Do any aſk, who is my neighbour ? - 1 from 
the mouth of wiſdom itſelf, that every man is thy 
neighbour, and is to be regarded as ſuch in every 
inſtance wherein thou mayeſt be helpful or profitable 
unto him; think not that thou art fulfilling the 
royal law of love, by merely conferring acts of 
kindneſs on thoſe to whom thou art allied by kindred, 
acquaintance, or private friendſhip, or becauſe thou 
mayſt feel ſome tranſient ſparks of benevolence now 
and then kindle in thy breaſt towards a particular 
object of diſtreſs; know that even thy bittereſt 
enemies, thy moſt obdurate and relentleſs foes, ven 

the evil and unthankful, will bear teſtimony againſt 
thee at the bar of God, if thou doſt with-hold from 
them thine aſſiſtance in their need. Theſe are hard 
words to fleſh and blood — true: but rememember 
1 _ | It 
* Rom. i. 21, + Pf, cxix. 96. f Heb. iv. 12. 5 Luke vi. 35. 
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it is written, that fleſh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God. Therefore our one great buſineſs 
here, is to be changed and renewed in the ſpirit of our 
minds +, that this fleſh and blood, i. e. this corrupted 
nature, be brought under obedience to the com- 
mands of Gop, which are not grievous I to thoſe 
who love him: the only way therefore to love our 


neighbour as ourſelves, is to love Gop better than 
ourſelves, which we never can do, till having ſeen 
ourſelves condemned under the law, we find our- 
| Telves ſaved under the goſpel, through faith in the 
blood of the everlaſting covenant : then we live to 
new ends, and act from new principles; revenge, 
malice, prejudice, party, and all the train of low, 


ſelfiſh motives, which actuate the natural man, are 


diſcarded from their dominion over the ſoul; a Goo 


of love ſets up his throne within, and ſweetly in- 


| fluences the believing heart. But one queſtion then 
remains, even that which came from a converted 


Paul, Lord, what wilt thou bave me to do? The 


| ſoul ſtands ready, and on wings of faith and love, 


flies on the errands of its beloved Saviour. 


From hence and hence only is that love which 
the apoſtle calls the fuſfilling of the low; F hence 


flows that mind which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, || who 
died for his enemies, and bled at every vein for his 
moſt bitter perſecutors, leaving us an example that 


we ſhould tread in his ſteps, being merciful as our 
beavenly ** Father is merciful, who maketh his ſun to 


riſe 


® 1 Cor, xv. 50. + Eph. iv. 23. $ 1 John. v. 3. 5 Rom 


xi. 10. J Phil. fi. 5. ** Luke vi. 36. 
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riſe on the evil and on the good, and ſendeth rain on 


the juſt and on the unjuſt. 


After all, the chriſtian does not t ſeck to be j ;uſtified : 
in the fight of Gop by his own en. to the 
law, as a covenant of works; in this view, the more 


he is acquainted with its purity, the more abundant 
reaſon does he find to lament the miſerable ſhort- 


neſs of his beſt obedience through the remainders of 


corruption yet within him; but yet he loves the law, 9 
as that invariable rule by which he is to walk in 
all holineſs of heart and godlineſs of life and con- 
verſation, thereby proving his renewal after the 
divine image, his abhorrence of ſin, and his in- 
tereſt in the ſpotleſs righteouſneſs of Jehovah his 


q Redeemer. 


Thoſe in whom theſe tempers are found will be 


glad to hear of ſo ſignal an opportunity of exerting 
them, as 1 am now about to mention. 


It is doubtleſs an honour, as well as happineſs to 


this country, that by the liberality of voluntary ſub- 
ſcribers and benefactors, the doors of many hoſpitals 

have been opened for the reception and relief of 
the miſerable, fo that it is hardly poſſible to mention 

a ſickneſs or diſeaſe, but an aſylum is readily found 
for the unhappy, and the r more n becauſe the 

Indigent, ſufferer, 


But as the diſeaſe, for the cure of which this 


; Hoſp ital has been erected, is of ſuch a nature, as to 


—_— the perſons afflicted with it, rather objects 


of abhorrence than compaſſion, at leaſt in the eyes 
of many who have not cooly conſidered the matter, 
— | 2 Pn 
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it will be needful for me upon this occaſion, and on 
behalf of the miſerable inhabitants of this houſe, 
to relate their diſtreſſed ſtate, and then the induce- 
ment of the governors of this charity to its ficſt in- 
ſtitution will appear moſt laudable. 

The diſeaſe which entitles the objects of this 
hoſpital to relief, is in itſelf extremely loathſome and 
direful in its effects; and the unhappy ſufferers, if 
poverty be their companion, are doubtleſs involved in 
the moſt deplorable wretchedneſs. The world in 
general, are too apt to condemn the ſufferers, without 
making the leaſt enquiry how far they are in them- 
ſelves culpable; but how differently would things 

appear, were ſuch charitable enquiry made? how 
far removed from every pretence to the temper we 
have been ſpeaking of, would that perſon be, who 
could be deaf to the cries of an unfortunate mother, 


labouring under the moſt excruciating torments of 


the diſeaſe, with this additional anxiety of mind, 
that her new born infant, is a joint ſufferer with her, 
by the wickedneſs and folly of one, who by the 
laws of God and man was appointed their protector? 

Should the injured mother and helpleſs babe be 
denied relief, becauſe the one is the wife of a pio- 
fligate huſband, the other the offspring of a cruel and 
_ unnatural father? Who will with-hold their chariy 
from theſe? I wiſh I could lay that ſuch caſes happen 
but rarely. 


Others there are, equally blameleſs with thoſe 
above-mentioned, | mean thoſe who have given ſuck 
© to 
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to the children of others, which, having the diſeaſe 
from their parents, communicate it by the breaſt to the 
innocent foſter- mother; and, which is not leſs frequent, 
a healthy child imbibes it from its diſtempered nurſe; 
theſe too are among the number of thoſe, who have 
by ſome been thought unworthy of relief, merely 
becauſe they are afflicted with a diſeaſe which the 
abandoned voluntarily draw upon themſelves. But if 
ttheſe are not objects of charity, who are? Happy for 
numbers of ſuch has it been, that the governors of 

this houſe have thought them ſo, and grudged no 

expence to do them good: whereas, had it been 
otherwiſe, many a poor wretch had wanted this houſe 
of mercy as a retreat for their ſorrows, and a as a k 8 
in their ſore and aggravated diſtreſſes. 
Theſe you will fay are not the only objects chat are 
received here — certainly not: many who have inad- 
vertently ſought their own ruin, others who have been 
led away by the arts and wiles of ſeducers, by pro- 
miſes made only to be broken, and fair words meant 
only to deceive : ſuch, many ſuch, as theſe have been 
within theſe walls, ſuch, many ſuch, but for this houſe, 
had rotted and periſhed miſerably ; we freely own it, 
and more— we glory in it; for in the preſervation of 
theſe lives, we have happily preſerved ſome, who have 
kiſſed the rod of affliction, by the bleſſing of Gop 
have turned from their iniquity, and been happily 


reſtored to their family, their na and them- 
ſelves. 


As 
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As this has been frequently the effect of receiving 
even the moſt abandoned into this houſe, I truſt it 
will be an inducement to the governors to go on with 
the more alacrity and chearfulneſs in the reception of 
them, notwithſtanding all that malice can ſuggeſt 
about the encouragement of vice, a fooliſh comment 
of the adverſary, which is impoſſible to be true, it 
being a fundamental Jaw of this hoſpital, that none 
can gain admittance a ſecond. time. 
As for thoſe who return to their former courſes 
of vice and folly, we can and ought to pity them, 
yea, we ought to pray for them, that though what 
they have been taught, as well as what they have 
| ſuffered here, ſeems now to be forgotten, it may at 


ſome future hour ſpring up, and i forth the 
deſired fruit. 


However this may be, it is ours to relieve the 
diſtreſſed, the divine law enjoins it, and if our hearts 
have been taught to love and obey that law, we ſhall 
ever be ready to alleviate the wants and diſtreſſes of all 
around us, the moment the reality of that diſtreſs ap- 
pears: let us not then with-hold our aſſiſtance, becauſe 
in ſome inſtances, as the ſad event proves, we may 


happen to love ſome, better than they love them- 
ſelves. 


i any notwithfiending, ſhould fay, what too 
many have ſaid, that 0 Hoſpital ſhould be ſupported, 
which is to relieve perſons who wilfully bring a diſeaſe 
upon themſelves, through their own wi cheameſs aud 
abandoned life, To this I anſwer : 5 
C 2 iſt. 
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iſt, It beſpeaks a far better ſenſe of our love to 
our neighbour, to be finding reaſons for doing him 
good, than inventing, or even admitting excuſes for 
witholding our charity from him. 

2dly. If the bleſſed Gop had treated theſe objectors 
for every wilful offence, which thre' the wickedneſs 


of their own hearts they have committed againſt Him, 


and dealt with them as they would deal with N 
where had they now been? 95 
zdly. To put a caſe ſomething anilar to the point 
in queſtion, ſuppoſe a poor drunken, abandoned 
wretch, ſhould, in a fit of drunkenneſs, fall down 


before your door, and break his leg, would you come 


forth and fay, Good enough for him, let him lie 
there, tis what he deſerves, he brought it upon him- 
ſelf.” No, you would inſtantly order him to ſome 
Hoſpital, and what ſhould you think of the boſpital f 
that refuſed him admittance? 
Again, Suppoſe it in our power to fav a perſon 
from drowning, will his having wilfully thrown him- 
ſelf into the water, or our apprehenſion of his doing 
it again, be an excuſe for our letting him periſh, when 
we could have helped him? Would not the ſaving 
the man, and endeavouring, by all means in our power, 
to bring him to a better mind, be our certain line of 
duty in ſuch a caſe? compare this with the point in 
queſtion, and ſurely the objector is anſwered, well for 
bim if he ſhould be convinced. 
But ſome may aſk, does not opening fuch an boſpitel 
as this encourage vice, by afferding ſo eaſy a retreat 
70 
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to the vicious fo get rid of the conſequences of their 
vice? 

To this I anſwer, thati it is b abſard to ſ up- 
poſe perſons of this kind, conſider conſequences; if 
they did, it might be happy for them; this diſeaſe, 

moſt horrible though it be, is but the leaſt of their 
miſery; but ſtill the pain and exquiſite torment they 


muſt neceſſarily ſuſtain to get rid of it, could no more 


Induce them to riſque it, becauſe they are cured for 
nothing, than a perſon would riſque a broken bone, 
becauſe the door of an hoſpital is open to receive 
him — and it might be faid with juſt the ſame 
propriety, that the noble * charity in our neigh- 
bourhood encourages people to riſque their bones, 
as, that this hoſpital encourages them to riſque this 
| dreadful diſtemper, which, if not attended with the 
loſs of life, yet moſt frequently with the moſt ex- 
cruciating agonies, ere it and its conſequences can be 
removed. 
I hope I am not . as tho' I meant to 
extenuate fin ; no, let our indignation riſe againſt this 
as high as it will the bigher | the better, but let us 
take care it does not exceed our tendereſt compaſſion 
for the poor finner. Herein I may ſay lies a moſt 
eſſential difference between a real, humble chriſtian, 
and a proud empty hypocrite ; the firſt loaths fin, 
but pities the ſinner, and ſtrives to do him good: the 
other, having his heart ſwelling within him, like an 
ugly toad, with the venom of pride and ſelf-conceit, 
ſpurns 


„St. George's Hoſpital. 
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ſpurns at the finner as unworthy his notice, truſting 
in himſelf that he is righteous, be deſhiſeth others —— 
I thank God, ſaith one, I am not as other men are, 


or even as this publican. * However ſuch perſons 


may think highly of themſelves, that ſcripture 
ſhews us, that no > character is ſo hateful in the fight 
of Gop. 

To what I ſaid concerning the objects of this cha- 
rity, I muſt add ſomething, that for its conſequences 
ought to be mentioned in the moſt publick manner, 


: though for its enormity 1 hardly know how to men- 


tion it at all. What an idea muſt it give us of the 
wickedneſs of the human heart, to be told, that in 
order to get rid of the diſeaſe, as they fooliſhly think 


on eaſy terms, men who have been infected with it, 


have, from the moſt weak and groundleſs principles, 
which have no foundation, but the moſt diabolical 

cruelty and wickedneſs, communicated this loathſome 
diſtemper to numbers of little innocents, no leſs 


than 200 of which, from two to twelve years of 


age, have been received into this houſe and cured ; 
however wicked, however barbarous, however 
ſtrange this may appear, yet it is too true; we are 
therefore to include theſe poor little ſufferers in the 
number of 7000 patients who have been relieved in 
this hoſpital. And this may ſerve as another plea 
on behalf of this uſeful charity, that by its eafineſs 
of acceſs to the moſt profligate and abandoned, it 


affords them one very material reaſon againſt ſo 
| diabo- 


. Luke xvii, 11. 
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diabolical a practice, which deſpair of other relief 


might induce them to attempt, however unreaſonable 


and monſtrouſly abſurd. 


The governors of this hoſpital have taken care 


that their benevolence to the objects of their charity 


ſhould extend as far as poſſible, therefore no ſecurity 
or depoſit of any kind is required at admiſſion; and 
at the ſame time that they have been aſſiſting the 
poor with all the help medicine can give, and all 
the relief that can be derived from the beſt ſkill, 
and moſt affiduous and tender care, nothing is left 

untry d, conſiſtently with their particular ſituation 


while under cure, that can be a means of their being 


brought to a better mind. Upon their admiſſion 
they are each of them preſented with an excellent 
bock, well ſuited to their circumſtances, which they 


are expected to read during their confinement, All 


curſing, ſwearing, gaming, and bad converſation are 
forbid under pain of expulſion: morning and even- 


ing prayers, together with a portion of ſcripture, 
are read in the wards every day, and if able, they 
have conſtantly attended the ſervice at the chapel: 
for this purpoſe two rooms were adapted by the 


governors, and altered into a chapel at the expence 


of above 200 l. but that this alteration of the rooms 
ſhould not drain away the ſums ſubſcribed to the 
ſupport of the hoſpital, the remaining part of the 
chapel, which was unoccupied by the patients, was 


formed into ſeats, and let out for the advantage 
of the charity; by this means that large expence 


Was 
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was defrayed, while the money collected at the fa- 


crament raiſed a competent fund for the relief of 
the patients when diſcharged : many have been 
thereby thoroughly cloathed and fitted for ſervices, 
which they have chearfully and thankfully gone 
into; others, by having a little money given them, 
have been enabled to ſubſiſt, till, by the recovery of 
their ſtrength, they could undertake laborious em- 
ployments ; others, again have been conveyed to 
their friends: and many have been ſent to the 
Magdalene houſe, the governors of that charity 
having paid the kindeſt regards to recommendations 
from this; and there is great reaſon to believe, 
that the blefling of Gop has attended our joint 
- endeavours, to ſave many poor: creatures Som —— 


and eternal ruin. 


To carry on theſe charitable 3 upon Kill a 


larger plan, was an inducement to ſome friends of 
this charity, to propoſe the erection of this building, 
that as more than could be admitted into the ſmall 
| ſpace heretofore ſet apart for the chapel, ſeemed 


willing to lend their kind affiſtance, they might have 
_ ample opportunity of ſo doing; with this view, the 


Governors conſented to this addition, which, when 


the expence of building it ſhall be defrayed, by the 
produce of the ſeats, added to the ſubſcriptions re- 
ceived towards it, will be wholly given to the pur- 
poſes of the charity, after deducting the current 


expence that muſt neceſſarily attend it from time to 
time. 
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T7. 
As for any private emolument accruing to myſelf, 
or any other perſon concerned in the large and heavy 


expence of this building, and as to any ſuggeſtions 
that have been thrown out upon that ſubject, I leave 
them where I find them, I do not think it at all 
worth my while to take any farther notice of them, 
than to beg of Gop to forgive the inventors and 
propagators of ſuch wicked, ſuch falſe, ſuch ſenſe- 
| lefs, ſuch malicious calumnies. I have freely offered 
my poor ſervices, and I think the Governors have 
paid me ſufficiently by doing me the honour to 
accept them, and, by that means, giving me con- 
ſtant opportunities of uſefulneſs to ſo miſerable a 
part of mankind, as, from time to time, have their 
reſidence here. And if this is to be * 1 pray 
So 1 oy * be more vile _ day. * 


Nothing now remains for me, but to intreat 
your kind aſſiſtance to our deſigns, the collections 
vhich are made this day, are to be applied towards 
defraying the expences of this building, the ſooner 
this is done, the ſooner will it be beneficial to the 


poor, by enabling the governors to relieve greater 


numbers than at preſent it is in their power to do, 
and to open their doors ſtill wider, for the recep- 
tion of many, who, but for their eaſy acceſs to this 
noble charity, muſt 3 Nin in the moſt 


D de- 


* 2 Sam. vi. 22. 
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deplorable ſtate of ſin and ignorance. I add no 
more; may GoD command a bleſſing on what 
has been ſaid, and ſanctify what ſhall be given 
both to givers and receivers for JEsUs CHRIST his 
dear Son's ſake. Amen. 
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